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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 



1 . The following guidelines illustrate the preferred layout and content for patent 
applications. These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. 

Content and Arrangement of Specification 

(a) Title of the Invention : See 37 CFR 1.72(a). The title of the invention should be placed at 
the top of the first page of the specification. It should be brief but technically accurate and 
descriptive, preferably from two to seven words. 

(b) Background of the Invention : The specification should set forth the Background of the 
Invention in two parts: 



1 . Field of the Invention : A statement of the field of art to which the invention 
pertains. This statement may include a paraphrasing of the applicable U.S. patent 
classification definitions of the subject matter of the claimed invention. This item 
may also be titled "Technical Field." 

2. Description of the Related Art : A description of the related art known to the 
applicant and including, if applicable, references to specific related art and 
problems involved in the prior art which are solved by the applicant's invention. 
This item may also be titled "Background Art." 



(c ) Brief Summary of the Invention : A brief summary or general statement of the invention 
as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .73. The summary is separate and distinct fi-om the abstract and is 
directed toward the invention rather than the disclosure as a whole. The summary may point out 
the advantages of the invention or how it solves problems previously existent in the prior art (and 
preferably indicated in the Background of the Invention). In chemical cases it should point out 
in general terms the utility of the invention. If possible, the nature and gist of the invention or 
the inventive concept should be set forth. Objects of the invention should be treated briefly and 
only to the extent that they contribute to an understanding of the invention. 

(d) Brief Description of the Several Views of the Drawing(s) : A reference to and brief 
description of the drawing(s) as set forth in 37 CFR 1.74. 

(e) Detailed Description of the Invention : A description of the preferred embodiment(s) of 
the invention as required in 37 CFR 1.71. The description should be as short and specific as is 
necessary to describe the invention adequately and accurately. This item may also be titled "Best 
Mode for Carrying Out the Invention," Where elements or groups of elements, compounds, and 
processes, which are conventional and generally widely known in the field of the invention 
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described and their exact nature or type is not necessary for an understanding and use of the 
invention by a person skilled in the art, they should not be described in detail. However, where 
particularly complicated subject matter is involved or where the elements, compounds, or 
processes may not be commonly or widely known in the field, the specification should refer to 
another patent or readily available publication which adequately describes the subject matter. 

(f) Claim or Claims: See 37 CFR 1.75 and MPEP § 608.01(m). The claim or claims must 
commence on separate sheet, (37 CFR 1.52(b)). Where a claim sets forth a plurality of elements 
or steps, each element or step of the claim should be separated by a line indentation. There may 
be plural indentations to further segregate subcombinations or related steps. 

(g) Abstract of the Disclosure : A brief narrative of the disclosure as a whole in a single 
paragraph of 250 words or less on a separate sheet following the claims. 

(h) Drawings : See 37 CFR 1.81, 1.83-1.85, and MPEP § 608.02. 

2. Several sections and/or their headings are missing in the specification of the current 
application. Applicant is requested to make appropriate corrections. 

3. While numbering of lines is not required, it is a good practice to number the lines 
consecutively and is highly recommended. It facilitates their identification in the future 
prosecution of the case. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: There are periods before 
and after the word curved in line 6. The Examiner beheves that this is an unintended error. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claim 13 is objected to because of the following informalities: There is a period between 
the words "equipped" and "with" in line 10. The Examiner believes that this is an unintended 
error. Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the testing" in line 1 . There is insufficient antecedent basis 
for this limitation in the claim. 

3. Claim 1 recites Umitations "the transmitter" and "the receiver" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this hmitation in the claim. 

4. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

a. The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current 
U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English fi-om a foreign 
document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

In claim 1, it is not clear from the way the claim is structured, if it is the electric 
conductivity that is being determined or if it is the line width that is being determined. 

In claims 2 and 3, it is not clear what is meant by the word "diffraction-optically". 

b. In claims 1-12, the term "evaluated" is a relative term, which renders the claim 
indefinite. The term "evaluated" is not defined by the claim, the specification does not 
provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the 
art would not be reasonably appraised of the scope of the invention. It is not clear what 
the "evaluation" is for or how it is done. Is the evaluation done by electrical means, 
optical means, mechanical means or with computer software? 
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5. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 \2, second paragraph, as being indefinite in that it 
fails to point out what is included or excluded by the claim language. This claim is an omnibus 
type claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an appUcation for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

7. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Irwin Jr. et al 
(US 5,621,200). 

Irwin discloses a method of testing documents using capacitive coupling (col. 8, lines 
21+) of electrically conductive safety material (see Table 2), where the conductive safety 
material may have latticed, curved or other structure shapes (see Figure 2), and where the 
width of the conductive structure is < 5mm (col. 10, lines 1-7), and, the conductive 
structure may have varying or different conductivity (col. 8, Hnes 48-58), and the 
conductivity is determined by means of a reference signal image comparison (col.6, lines 
10-23), 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Roy M. Punnoose whose telephone number is 703- 
306-9145. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the applicant can reach 
his Supervisory Patent Examiner, Frank G. Font, at (703) 308-4881. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are 703-308-7722 for regular communications and 703-308-7722 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this apphcation should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-0530. 




Roy M. Punnoose 

Patent Examiner ^ Mr. Frank G. Font 

Art Unit 2877 Supervisory Patent Examiner 

June 17, 2001 



